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A history of a parish begins not with its official 
cstablishment nor with its first resident pastor, but with 
‘all the factors which fostered its foundation and develop: 
ment... the natural environment and resources of the 
area, events in secular history ané countless other items. 
Our scope dors not allow us to study all these aspects in 
detail, and yet we cannot simply pass them by. Con 
sequently, we will start with a brief description of the 
inhabitants before the first white man entered what is now 
Dakota County and proceed from there, 

"The Dakota Indians vere the natives of this area oen- 
turies before the first whife man came. The name Dakota 
‘means “allied” or “joined together’ It is similar, in asen- 
se, to the motto we have on our coins, e pluribus unum.- 
When the French arcived they named them Sioux, a name 
taken from the last sjllable of the Ojibway’s ttle for them. 

Evidently the Dakotas hunted and fished in this vicinity 
from time immemorial, treking through the forests in 
search of game, eventually establishing villages and living, 
according to our standards, a simple unsophisticated ife. 

‘The first white man to enter what is now Dakota County 
was Father Louis Hennepin, a Franciscan priest. In 1680 
he left Fort Creveeoeur neat Lake Peoria with two com- 
anions, Anthony Auguelle and Michacl Accault, to ex. 
plore the Mississippi. Unfortunately, the Sioux were at 
‘war with the Iinois nation atthe time, and overtaking the 
small party of whites on April 11, held them captive, As 
prisoners, Hennepin and his companions continued to ex- 
plore the Mississippi, utilizing the time to preach the 
message of Christianity (o thelr eaptors. Daniel Greysolon 


Father Hennepin among the Indians 

Duluth, who had spent about two years inthe area of Lake 
Superior, heard about the white eaptives and set out to 
find them. On July 25, 1680, he located Father Hennepin 
andconvineed the Indians to release the captives. 

Hennepin’s discoveries aitracted much attention to the 
ares. In 1689 Nicholas Perrot erected a fort on Lake Pepin 
and took possession ofthe territory in the name of France. 

In 1700, Pierte Charles LeSeuer explored the present 
Dakota County. He had built a fort on Praiie Island (b 
‘ween Hastings and Red Wing) and explored the surrou 
ding area apparently searching for copper ore. LeSeuer 
was’ the last official French ‘explorer of this region, 
‘Thereafter the French confined their investigation 
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north, By the treaty between Great Britian and France in 
1763 all the territory vithin the limits of Wiseensin and 
Minnesota, east of the Mississippi was ceded to Great 
Britain, 

Tonaihan Carver, a Connecticut native, explored this 
area for the British in 1766. He described in some detail 
the Si, Pierre River, sonamed by the voyageuers and used 
incliseriminately for the river, the future fort and the 
trading post that was built here later. In 1852 i¢ was 
named the Minnesota River, which was what the Indians 
hhad called it. Fe svems probable from this time that lone 
traders and trappers rsited this area, stayed for a time 
and moved on again, 

‘The first major breakthrough toward permanent set 
tlement took place in 1808 when Zebulon M. Pike came 
here to negotiate a treaty with the Indians for acquiring 
land to establish military posts, A large tract of land was 
acquired, pari of which is now the townships of Mendots, 
and Eagan, 
|The Wat of 1812 precluded military expansion here, but 
in 1819, Lt. Colonel Henry Leavenviorih built x fort on 
some of the land acquired by Pike, In August, 1820, 
Colonel Josiah Snelling, afer whom the fort was named, 
replased Colonel Leavenworth. “The presence of For! 
Snelling was of great importance for a permanent set 
tlement here and in the surrounding area. Trappers and 
lraders griviiated tovard it, for it offered both com 
panionship aud protection, 

By 1820, for example, Duncan Campbell is reported to 
have established a trading post at Mendota, late locating 
it near St, Anthony Falls, P. Lamont is also said to have 
been a licensed trader operating in this area in 1826, and 
at about this same time, Alexis Bailly established a trade 
{depo for the Amerieaa Fur Company. 


B. Sibley House 


‘The first person (0 have actually been a seitler in 
Dakota County was Jear Baptiste Faribault. Thosgh he, 
too, was a trader, he brought his family with him and 
broke and cultivated land. By 1805 he was trading with the 
udlans of the area and in 1820 he built a log cabin at 
Pike's Island (named afer Zebulon Pike). Howerer, in 
1822 his home was flooded and so he moved to the east 
bank ofthe river. High water again compelled him to seek. 
Detter ground and 1826 he settled at Mendota. Many of 
the other carly settlers at Mendota were connected with 
the American Fur Company or traded at this outpest This 
was true for example of Yetal Guerin who came from a 
‘company of veyageurs from Montreal and began to till the 
Soil, and of Henry H. Sibley rho in 1834 took charge of the 
post at Mendota acting as an agent of the American Fur 
Company. 


In 1897 the officers st Fort Snelling took a census coun 
{ing 157 inhabitants. About 75 of these were living on the 
‘Mendoia side ofthe river, including those at the fur com= 
pany’ establishment 


‘That same year a new diocese had been established by 
the Haly See, the Diocese of Dubuque. This diocese was, 
Immense as it originally stood. It reached northward from 
the northern line of Missouri to the boundary of British 
America and westward from the Mississippi River to the 
Missouri. It included what is nov the state of Towa, all of 
Minnesota west of the Mississippi, and large portions of 
North snd South Dakota, In 1838 Bishop Mathias Loras, 
the first bishop of this diocese, journeyed through France 
jing to seminarians about the need for missionary 
priests in the United States, His efforts met with some suc> 
cess, for he obtained seren rceruits fo return to the new 
‘iocese with him. Among them Augustine Ravoux, Lucien 


‘Right Reverend Mathias Loras, 
‘ira bishop of Dubuque. 


Galtier and Joseph Cretin, The first two mentioned wereto 
be future pastors at St. Peter’, and she third the first 
Bishop of St. Paul 

In 1839 Bishop Loras visited the vicinity of Fort Snelling 
to acquaint himeslf with the area and its inhabitants 
Later he wrote ofthis journey. 

Heft Dubuque on the 23rd of Jane, on board 4 
1d magnificent steam vessel, and vas accompanied 
by the Abbe Pelamourguss and a young man, who 
served as interpreter with the Sioux. After a successful 
‘voyage of some days along the superb Misissippi and 
the beautiful Lake Pepin, we reached St. Peter's 

Our arcival was & cause of great joy to the 
Catholies, who had never before seen a Priest or 
Bishop in those remote regions; they manifested a 
great desire to assist at divine worship, and to ap- 
Proach the Sacraments of the Church... the 
Catholics of St Peter's amounted to one hundred and 
cighty-five, fifty-six of whom we baptized, ad: 

istered Confirmation to eight, communion to thir- 
ly-three adults, and gave the nuptial benediction to 
four couples. 

Bishop Loras and Father Pelamourgues stayed at the 
homo of Scott Campbell, the government interpreter atthe 
fott. When he left, aera stay of two works, he promised 
to vend a priest (o care for the Indians and settler of the 
area. The following year, 1840, Bishop Loras sent Father 
Lucien Galtier to be the resident pastor of St. Peter's. 

Father Galtier was one of the seminaricns wo had 
‘come to the United States through the influerce of Bishop 
Loras. Born in 1811 in Ardesehes, France, he nas ot 
ained in St. Raphuel’s Cathedral, Dubuque on January 5, 
1840. When ie came to St. Peter's, Father Galtier, fo0. 
was welcomed in the Campbell home where he resided tnt 
lover a year. Ina letter written to Bishop Grace in 1864, he 
‘elates his experiences in first coming here. 

On the 20t4 day of April, 1840, in the afternoon, a St 

Louis steamboat, the frst of the season, arrived al 

Dubuque, bourd for St. Peter's and Fort Snelling 

Right Reverend Dr, Loras immvediately came to me 


andl told me that he desived to send mye towards the 
upper waters of the Mississippi. There was no St, Pat 
A that time; there was on the site ofthe present city 
bout a single log house, eccupied by a man named 
Pholan, ani stecmboats newer stopped thers. 


The boat landed at the foot of Fort Shelling, then 
garrisoned by a few regular soldiers under command 
of Major Plimpton. there were only a few houses on 
the St, Peter side and but two on the side ofthe fort 
On the Fort Snelling side I had under my <harge, 
besides some soldiers, six families - -- Resche, Papin, 
Quinn, Campbell, Bruce and Resico; and of the St 
Poter side, besides some unmarried men inthe employ 
of the Company, five families --- Faribault, Marti, 
Lord and two Torpins.. 

Initially, Father Galtier used his room at the Campbells 
as a chapel where he offered Mess. Ke later built and 
dedicated on November 1, 1841, a og chapel which was to 
become the first cathedral of the Diocese of St. Paul. It 
was after this that he moved to the Mendota side of the 
river where a small house was given ta him by lean B. 
Faribautt. Apparently, the one room cabin was a frail 
structure, forit collapsed one night in the summer of 1842 
‘Moring temporarily to Faribaull’s hone Father Galtier 
‘began oe on a new chepel. This chapel, the first Church 
of St. Peter, was blessed by Father Galiier on Ociober 2, 
1842; it served as a combined chapel and dwalling, I was 
not much of a building, being only twenty by forty feet and 
hhaving only a few small windows, but it did have a litle 
bell which was blessed on October 29. Interestingly 
{enough ihe altar fom Lis chapel is still preserved at the 
‘museum ofthe St. Paul Seminary. 

‘The alr, a rough cupboard about three aud a hal feet 
high, six feet wide and two and a half feet deep, was 
presented to the diocese in 1998 by Eugene andl Jean Bap- 
liste LeMay. Father William Busch, professor of history at 


he St. Paul Seminary, traced the origin of thealtar, and in 
1915 ‘proved that it indsed was the altar from the Men: 

dots Chapel of 1842. At that time, too, he located what 0 
all appearances was the tabernacle belonging to that sare 
altar. It was found in the attie of the present church and 


apparently was used du 
for the Blessed Sacrament 


Holy Week as the repository 


Rev. Lucien Galtier 
First Pastor in the Diocese 
1840-1844 
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St. Peter's Loz Church 


Father Galtier stayed at St. Peter's until May 1844, He “The frontiersmen were frequently eeude, rocaletran, in 
also cared for Catholoe at Fort Snelling as well as at St. dependent and heedless of his admonitions. In 1845 he 
Paul, Pig's Eye, St. Croix Falls, Lake St. Croix. Willow returned to France, but came again to the midwest two 
©, Chippewa River and Lake Pepin, Despite his good years later to serve in the Diocese of Milwaukee. 

Father Galtier found fife as a missionary difficult 


Reverend Augustine Ravoux 


Father Galtice’s work at St. Peter's was continued by 
Father Augustine Ravoux who had been working with the 


Indians in Minnesota since 1841. Father Ravous’s desire 
o be @ missionary to the Sioux had prompted him to 
utilize every opportunity to study. their language and 
‘customs, Many of his insights are recorded for as in a 
collection of his reminiscenses and memoirs wherein he 
Speaks of their religious practices, their daily life and his 
personal experience with them, He also translated into the 
Sioux tongue a book of hymns, prayers and eatechetical 
instructions entitled The Path to the House of God, which 
was used by the Indians in worship and study. Father 
Ravoux, too, had come to Minnesota through the promp- 
ting of Bishop Loras. He was born on January 11, 13 
Langeur, in Auvergne, France and was ordained with 
Father Galtier. 

‘When Father Ravoux came to St. Peter's, sixty-seven 
Catholics were under his eare at Mendota. fifty more at 
Fort Snelling and «wo hundred and ten at or near St. Paul 
Father Ravoux made the 1842 chapel dwelling his 
headquarters. From there he eared for the Catholss that 
Father Galtier had under his charge and continued, i 
sofar as possible, his work among the Indians, Inthe little 
chapel he regularly taught the catechism to fen or twelve 
children for an hour a day during that first fall and winter. 
‘There, too, he celebrated Mass for his parishioners i 
cluding some of the soldiers From the Fort who crossed the 
river when it was froze 

In 1846, Ravoux celebrated a midnight Mass at Men: 
dota on Christmas, the holy day referred to by the Indians 
as the “big handshaking day.” People came frara some 
distance for the ceremony --some driving their sleigh up 
the river on the ieesome six or eight miles, 

In his memoirs he writes: 


Christmas Day at Midnight Mass, the ehapel of St 
Peter, which is 20 by 40, was crowded; and (in 
ition) ina room from which the akar can be seen, 


there were about 20 persons. There were several good 
singers who sang hymns for an hour and half betore 
Mass. For four hours the chapel was filled. During the 
holiday seas about 30° persons received the 
saeraments. 


‘That primitive church remained standing even afler the 
stone church wes built, It served as a reetory ané then for 
Aime as a schon! under the direction of Mr. Deautinet 
1869 it was torn down to make way for the railroad th 
passed through ihe village. 

‘While alternately residing in Mendota and St. P 
Ravoux initially celebrated Mass for two consecutive Sun~ 
days at Mendota and one in St, Paul. Later, as St 
continued to grow, he reversed the prosedure. 

In 1849, “as growth in the midwest continued, 
reorganization of the dioceses was again necessary. In 
1850 the Diocese of St. Paul was established with Rev 
Joseph Cretin as its first bishop. Though St. Paul was 
previously within the jurisdiction of Milwaukee, the priests 
at Mendota, recognizing the likelihood of St. Paul being 
thecenter af the future diocese, eared forthe people there 

Father Ravoux continued to be of service Io Bishop 
retin and the new diocese, procuring land for the future 
cathedral, serving ss Viewr General and supporting the 
spiritual life of Cathoties in the area, At the same time he 
did. not neglect his parishioners at Mendota. In 1853, he 
and his parishioners built our present structure, digging 
stone from a nearby quarry along the banks of the river 
And splitting shingles by hand to eover the roof. No doubt 
they put to use all their pioneer skills in constructing their 
hhouse of worship. The present sacristy, a small two-story 
adjunct, srved 4s a rectory for Father Ravoux and his sue- 
‘cessors until the woodframe rectory was built. The eost of 
building the church was $4,425.80. Some of the con 
tributors to the structure wore the following: Alexander 

ault, $500; Henry H. Sibley (for Pierre Choateaurs & 
.), $200; H. H. Sibley, $75; Fort Snelling officers and 
soldiers, $300; Gamel, for a hell, $130; Rt. Rev. Bishop 
retin, $100, By 1856, the edifice was paid for and the 
parish free of debt. Its continued use even to this day joins 
Us (othe early pioneers in a special way and prompts us to 
‘emulate their coarage and faith, 

Extriorly the church remains much the same as it was 
in 1853. But many changes were made interiorly. Rather 
than seatter the history of the church building throughout 
these pages, we will mention lator changes and additions 
now. I's difficult to determine when the present kigh altar 
‘was installed. A secondary source states that Father 
Anatole Oster installed it in 1858. However, in view of the 
‘changes made later, one wonders whether this ean be true 
In 1877 Father A, Payette added side galleries revembling 
‘opera seats to the rear of the church with stairs Ieading (0 
each side, 

In 1887 Father Duane made further changes Sinee 
rectory had been built in 1881, Father Duane, a0 longer 
rnceding the two-story adjunct a3 living quarters, formed 
the sacristy-sanctuary from that space 

Other renovation also ceeurred at that time. A new 
steeple and belly were built, (the original was destroyed in 
a storm. the side galleries vere remove and new stations 
‘of the evoss were erected, In 1902 Father Martin Mahoney 
removed the center aisle aud installed new pews with fo 
Sides aisles. He also elevated the floor some three or four 
feet at the entrance to the ehureh (0 provide a better view 
trom the back. and to gaina larger seating capacity. built 
the choir loft. A furnace ws installed at this time as well, 
apparently the frst that theehureh had. 


Two years later \ 
lass windows whie 
Already prevent by this 
ating back to that period. Father Patrick O’Conner, in 
1908, obtained now stations of the cross (te ones presently 
nd installed the side altars and statues. About 
now walks and steps leading to the village 
were laid. Finally, in 1940 brown wallboard was placed on 
the walls 
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From that time on litte was changed in the ehurch until 
now steeple had to be built, the old one being destroyed 
in a severe windstorm on July 20, 1951 stoop 
and bell tower were dedicated on March 28, 1954, ty Ar- 
chbishop John G. Murray. In addition, a new heating 
plant was installed at that time. 

Returning to the pastorate of Father Rayoux, we note 
that the population of Mendota remained almost statie 
during bis time here. AC one point, however, the Dour: 


davies of St. Pet's had to be clarified due to an error in 
surveying. The following letter, by Father Ravoux to Je 
ferson Davi, Seerctary of War, no doubt helped settle that 
problem. 


Mendota September the 13th 1855 


Sir 

1 request the Hon. Secretary of War fo excuse me 
for taking the liberty of writing to him, though I have 
nnot the honor of knosing him. Tam a catholic 
Imissionary, who, for several years have Ueen resident 
at a short distance from Fort Saelling, M. T., on the 
St. Peicr's or Minnesota River. I write to you to ask 
you a favor by which many will be indebied to you, 
And T hope that almighiy God in the name and forthe 
‘lors of whom I ask you that favor will reward you 
even in this fife for your good deed towards a 
numerous congregation of Christians and & 
missionary who 11 years ago lelt his country and all 
his friends to announce the good tidings of 
Christianity. 


‘You know, sit, that about 220 acres of land were 
granted by Congress to be bought by the in 

‘of Mendota at government price of $1.25 and thst 
Portion of tholand was reserved for the use ofthe ferry 
at Fort Snelling near Mendota. It is now two years 
since Co. Lee then commanding office at Fort Snelling 
‘marked the line of the reservation, and that one of 
Ficer Sent out by the government surveyed that portion 
of land aecording to his direction, But a few months 
after, the Tine of the reservation was changed, and 
were inclosed in the new one my dwelling house and 
iy chapel which were erected 13 oF 1M years ago, my 
new church (a stone building), my garden, and a grave 
yard that was fenced many years ago. Having been in 
formed that itis in your power to replace the line of 
the reservation where it was before please have the 
kindness todo it and yeu will oblige us very much. 


Respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant 
A. Ravoux, VG. 


Hon Jefferson Davis, 
Seerataty of War 


Letters were not necessary for communicating with the 
bishop, however. He was living at the brick house on 
‘Wabasha Street that served as a eathedral and espiscopal 
residence. Since there were no tall buildings berween 
there and Mendota, the bishop could inform Father 
Ravous of the need for his presence by flying a lag from 
the window of the upper story. Father Ravoux could see it 
with a field glassand make his wiy to St. Paul. Fether 
Ravoux remained at St. Feter’s until 1857. Thereafter he 
continued 10 serve the people of our diocese for many 
eats, eetuiting, for example. new priests from France to 
come to Minnesota. In 1887 he was made a Domestic 
Prelate. He died in 1906 at age 91 

Father Ravous’s successor at St, Peter’s was Reverend 
Anatole Oster. Father Oster was born in Stranburg, Alsace 
in 1834. In 1839 he moved to Schelesdault until he was 20, 
olf when ie came to Minnescxa on June 16, 1884. AS 
he travelled throughout the Northwest sith 
n, sorving as a German interpreter, He was 
‘ordained in 1853 and on February 24, 1857 he was ap 


pointed pastor of St. Peter’s parish. He served here until 
1859, caring for the little Nock clustered around the 
trading post and fort and nourishing the faith of this, 
primitive community. We will hear more about Father 
Oster later because he served a second time as pastor in 
his later years 

Father Osier was succeeded by Reverend Chude J. 
Robert, who served this parish from 1859 until 1866, 
Aldiough the village remained a small rural community, 
there was a link with the groning St. Paul through the 
cable fetry that spanned the river. The ferry had been in 
existence as early as 1839. In 1860 it was purchased by Mr. 
Sibley and operated by ‘Treffle Auge. He, in tum, pur 
chased the fery from Mr, Sibleyin 1865, operated it for 35. 
seats, then sold it to C.J, Clarksen and Son who operated 
it until the completion ofthe bridge in 1926, 


Reverend Anatole Oster center) 


All ofthe prists who served St, Peter's were involved in 
the religious education of both the adulls and the young 
people in the parish. Nevertheless, there was a strong 
site t0 establish a school for the parishioners so that 
knowledge and love of Christ might take deeper Fost in the 
hheatts of the children. It was characteristic of pioneer 
priests that they wished to have a" 
parish: the Mendota priests were no, exceptior 
Claude Genis who came to St. Peter's in 1866. nas in 
strumental in bringing the Sisters of St. Joseph of Caron- 
dole! to Mendota 

The school, called the Convent of the Immaculate Con 
ception, was located at the Henry H. Sibley house. The 
house had teen builtin 1836 and enlarged in 1843. After 
the Civil War it was sed to the diocese, and they opened 
the school there in 1868, The Sibley parlor served! as the 
main school room and double doors led to another room 
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Sibley House 


which had been Me. Sibley’s office. A parlor where music 
lessons were given was arranged in the entrance hall. A 
chapel and dormitory were located upstairs. 

‘The school was model of unique cooperation between 
the diocese and the school distriet. While relying on the 
parishioners of St. Peter's for enrollment at the convent 
School (where the girls were taugho), the Sisters also staffed 
the school owned by the school district (where the boys 
Were taught). It served as a model for the famous 
“Faribault play" in education. The fact that some tristees 
of the school district at that time were parishioners of St. 
Peter's no doubs facilitated the arrangement, 

Somie of the details ofthe arrangement can be garnered 
from the following letter written by Mr. Sibky, 


Mendota is the oldest settlement in the state. It bore 
the name of St. Peter’, as did the river atthe mouth 
of which it is situated, until some years alter my 
arrival in 1834, There was a tiading station there at 
that time composed of a half dozen or more log huts 
In 1836, I built the stone dvelling 1 occupied for 
realy a quarter of a century, which is stil standing in 
{good repair, and which is the oldest private residence 
in Minnesota, In 1862, being in command of the 


Military Dstrict of Minnesota during the Indian War, 
ny headquarters were established in St. Paul, and I 
removed in December of that year to ‘his city, and a 
year or two afterwards T sold the old homestead to the 
Catholic Sisters, who stil reside there and have a 
school in the building... The original Catholic 
‘chapel at the base of the hill where the stone ehureh 
now stands, was the first structure buill exclusively for 
religious services, ARtr the sion chutsh was erected 
and consecrated, 1 commenced the construction of 
‘nother stone building for a place of worship for the 
Protestant families inthe village, of which there were 
several. I completed the edifice at my own 
the cost being about $3,250. 
Snelling, during the years ofthe war of rebellion, used. 
te resort in large numbers to Mendota, and ec- 
cisioned 50 much tumult and disorder that many of 
the families loft the place, ard as the building T had 
‘erected for worship was no loager frequented, [sold it 
to the trustees ofthe school dstrct for a schoo! house, 
and itis now used for that purpose. 


When the school opened in January of 1969 there were 
tres Sisters present, Mother Pauline LeMa 


Ignatius Loyola Cox and Sister Coluinba Auge, The sisters 
remained at Menéota until Jane, 1879 when they left 
bbeeause of declining enrallment and financial difficulties. 
ut a new institution took its place: the Catholie Directory 
for 1880 lists under the heading of Chatitable Institutions 
an Industrial School for Girls statied by the Sisters of 
Merey. However, afier 1883 thisis no longer mentioned. 


The Mendota Convent School was not spectularly sue- 
ccesslul, at least financially, but it was the source of in- 
spiration to hundreds of pioneer ehildren and 2s suet it 
cserves recognition, Two of the famous pupils were 
‘Timothy Corbett, ler 9 be Bishop of Crookston, and 
‘Thomas Edward Shields, who later became a priest noted 
for his pioneer work in education. In his book The 
Dallard, Father Shields immortalized one of his in 

jars in a way a0 teacher wishes to be immortalized 
er Shiclés, a sensitive intelleetal, clashed. headon 
with the “educational sysiem.”* Perhaps his experiences at 
the Meadota School prompted him to initiate needed 
reformsin education. When St. Peters school was b 

1956, it was dedicated to bis memory. Some of his relatives. 
sill reside in the area and can supply a fuller and more 
Aetaled history of his lie work. 


In 1881, shertly after the Mendota school had closed, 
Father Wiliam P. Murray. who stayed hare for only 
brief time, was able to construct a rectory, rior © this the 
priests lived in the present sacristy-sangtuary area of the 
church. A small cubby hold, accessible by ladder, led to 
the upper floor where the sleeping quarters were prabably 
locsted. 

We are rapidly approaching the (uen of the eentury at 
thls polnt in oue histery, But rather than trace year by year 
the events of normal parish life, let us highlight som: 
events typical of pares st that time. Our souree for the 
information for this period stems principally from notes, 
and records kept by Father Osier. He served the parish 
during its very early period ie. from 1857-1859 and also 
served some 50 years later from 1902-1908, Retwoen his 
two periods at St. Peter's, he served at the Cathedral and 
‘other parishes in the Diocese, acted as Vicar General in 
1867 and was made a Domestic Prelate in 1899, 

Quite an affair occurred on September 29, 1903, the day 
set aside as the S0th anniversary ofthe consteuetion ofthe 
chureh, Former pastors and neighboring clergy were in- 
vited (0 attend the ceebration whieh began with a Mass at 
10:30 AM. Father Claude Genis, a former pastor, was the 
celebrant, while Father Thomas Duane, another former 


[Note itching Pests 


” 


pastor, preached the sermon in whieh he praised the 
pioneer zeal of the first priests in the area. Many priests 
And parishioners attended the event ant were no doubt 
pleased a the performance of the ehoir, under the direc: 
‘ion of Lillian Boudette, Following the Mass, the ladies of 
the parish served a dinner on the parish lawn where old 
acquaintances were renewed and new anes formed. The 
affair was concluded by a sermon delivered in Frevch by 
Father Genis at 2:30, folloved by Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 


About that time also Father Oster had the cemetery sur 
veyed and a map made. The first recorded burial, that of 
Olivier Emile Feribot (Faribault), took place on Ostober 
10, 1840. The site for the burial was probably the present 
cemetery, since by 1855 the eemetery had already been in 
existence for some years, and was even fenced in. At any. 
rate, by Father Osier's time, inadequate records and im- 
proper platting had eaused a great deal of confusion as to 
‘ownership of the graves. Consequently, the survey, which 
took three weeks to finish, beeame very important. AS @ 
sidelight, we notice even today that we are occasionally 
plagued by the contusion originating from the early times. 


‘The following announcement made on November 8, 
1903, illustrates another kind of confusion. Parking space 
then, as now, was precious, 


prevent trouble and injustice, those who have 
hitehing posts for their own use will please identity 
them to me. Only a few posts planted by Father 
‘Mahoney are publie property. Those bought and plan- 
{ed byindividual parishioners belong to them, 


Horses, of course, were the principal means of tran- 
sportation. In 1905, Father Oster received bids from the 
carpenters of the area for constructing a stable. ‘The job 
was (0 include both the foundation and the stable itself. It 
‘remained till the 1940's when it caught fire, was partially 
burned, and finally torn down, 


A weekly aspect of parish Tife was. the religious 
‘education of the children, Classes were ordinarily held af- 
ter services on Sunday, partieulaely in preparation forthe 
On June’ 29, 1903, 28 boys and 30 girls 
received Holy Communion forthe first time. The folowing 
year, on April 28, Bishop James McGolrick of Duluth ad: 
(ered the sacrament of Confirmation. This was the 
first time the sacrament wae conferred in even years and a 
large class of 126 received the seal of the Spirit in their 
hearts. 


Sermons during this time were frequently delivered in 
cither French or English and sometimes in both. The 
‘musie on solemn cecasions consisted of Gregorian chants 
and prayers. On less solemn occasions, popular hymns 
were sung. (A few copies of those old hyrmnals are still kept 
= perhaps some of you might recognize them.) 


In 1906 a new organ was installed atthe cost of $300. A 
concert given by Mr. Willian F, Markee was held at the 
town hall in June of that year co pay for te organ. I tr= 
ned out to be spectacularly unsuecessful. Only $18.33 was 
‘realized and 85 of that was psi to Me. Markoe for his ser 


The following financial report from 1906 reflects the Tie 
style of parishes at that time. 
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Finaneial Report of 1506 
Dr. 
‘To Balance onhand 
Pew Rents 
+ Plate Collections 
alleeton for Seminary 
«for Organs. 
Holy Father 
Holy Land... . 
Prop. of Faith, 
Prov. of Festi. ...s.ses se 
fuel eal. 
1 other sourees sia 
Grave Yard. 


$2097.91 
Bills unpaid. Sabsateoie dens SABA 
Dueto Clergy 6005.20.00 0. 400.00 


CreBy Salary of Pastors sees 
«By Salaty of Sexton»... 
{Repairs on Chureb «| 

UI Repairs on Residence 2.122111) 
Organist. .scssesstevseeore 

UI House Furniture «2 

U Chureh Fur ‘ 

U1 Wine, candles & oi 

TUnntrance sess 

U Cathedvaticum 

pe Seminary... eccee 

[LOrphans 2200 
UHoly Fathers 02002 
Hoy Land. 2.22 
Dicoesan Missions. 

“Incidental Expenses 
rib ne 
Lumber. 

[Cash on hand 


Ducon Pew Rents oes. cesee aie 
Note Merron es f+ 60.00 


Other items, too, point to reflect inflation 
In 1904 the rectory was repainted, the roof reshingled. the 


wer the years. 


altar and loftrailing also repainted »» all at the cost of 
S175, Pew rental at that time was an important source of 
income and Sunday donations of $0 cents were considered 
generous. 


By the turn of the century the pioneer period of the 
church in this area had com: to a close. I€ nas fittingly 
feapped oft with the golden jubilee celebration of Mon 
sighor Oster’ ordination to the priesthood on Decesiber 
13, 1906. By that time he was one of the few rema 
pionoer clergymen who had eome to this part ofthe ceun 
ty. No doubt the celebration was long remembered by the 
residents of Mendota, Even though the weather was in: 
‘element that day and the roads tn bad repair, a large 
gathering of people attended the celebration. ‘The day 
‘opened with a 10:30 AM Mass, Bishop Joseph B. Cotter 
preached the sermon. A banquet at the village hall 
followed with Bishop John Shanley being the principal 
speaker. 

‘While the celebration was indeed personal tcibute to 
Msgr. Oster, in a larger sense it hovored all the pioneer 
priests who had spent their lives in service to God's peep. 
‘Among then! were men like Father Joseph Goiffon, Moa 
Signor Oster's associate. In 1860, in returning from St. 
Paul to Pembina where he was stationed, he was caught in 
a Dlizzatd. For five days he was exposed to the fury of the 
storm, and feeding upon his frozen horse he was able to 
stay alive. Some searchers found him and carried him to 
warmth and safety. He lost one feg below the knee andl the 
ankle of the other, but survived. Later, he returned to St 
aul to servewith Monsignor Oster at St. Pete's. 


‘Reverend Martin Mahoney 


OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST AT ST PETER'S 
1930- Nov. 12 - - at 2:00 AM Father Martin Maboney 
wakened the village by ringing the church bell and called 
them to pul out a fre threstening the ehurch, A bucket 
brigade caning water fom the rectory wel doused the 
1935 - U. 5. Department of Interior declared St. Peter's 
‘Church an historieal building worthy of preservation, 

1936 - St. Peter's Parish Hall built by Father William J. 
Hartington 

1940 ~ Celebration of Parish Centennial 

1946 - The Cana Retreats. 

In 1946 St, Peter's became the center for Cana Retreats 
‘The Cana and Pre-Cana days were spontored by the 
Archliocesan Committee on Family Life. Monsignor 
Richard T. Doherty of the St. Paul Seminary conducted 
the retreats aimed at deepening a Christian appreciation 
for he sanetity of marriage and famiy lite. 2 

St. Peter's remained the retreat center until 1938 or 
1959 after vhich they were held atthe various deaneries of 
the Archdiocese. Over 12,000 couples participated in the 
37 Sretreats that were held at St Peter's, 


ST PETER'S SCHOOL, AND CONVENT 

the 1950, now schoo! construction held high 
priority in most parishes of the United Slates and. St 
Pacers vas no diferent, Though the parish had no sup 
ported a school since the cary days ofits hislory and 
Though it had remained a stall provincal parish since 
then, the time appeared ge inthe 1950's fora nev ven- 
ture in education, Father Emest Meellerele provided the 
Jpetus forthe constvtion,saling and finding oF the 
proposed sthool As earl at 1946, he had oon acquainted 
Mth the Preis Blood Sisters of O'Fallon, Missouri In 
1953 formal application was made forthe Pesins Blood 
Sister to cme fo St Peters In Feb of 1955 they a¢- 
fepted the requesand fr the fllowing ¢wo summers 
taught religion to about 150 children, In January of that 
eat the schol drive was ofened bya Goldea Pate Dinner 
ihat was wll eceled by the parishioners. In May of 1956 
{he ground breaking ceremony forthe school took ple. 
‘The proposed structure inal was to cost $300.0 and 
vies (0 be sed a5 both a schoo! classrooms) and con 
vent 

(On November 25,1956, the laying ofthe cornerstone oe 
cuted; and the eibration began with a sung Mass at 
1020 ‘AM, Monsignor James Reardon, pastor af the 
Ball of Mary, Minneaplis, was scheduled to preach. 
but was unable fo attend, Aer the seve, a proesion to 
the sl of he new achool wok place where the eomerstone 
sas blessed. A parsh dinner eonchuded thee 

“The contents ofthe corterstone included something of 
the church asa vile, namely the restored Holy Week, 
Book, program of Liuygeal Week, and pctres of Pus 
Xil,” Areibshop Murray, and” Archbishop Brady: 
Sorting from tbe community, namely, common coins 
dd stamps and evrrent Cale aad secular newspapers 
Something of the parish, namely brit history of the 
parlshy te cuitet financial report, names of fais, 
thnors, ard members of the building committee teyether 
wih pictures of the parish priests and Finally something 
the ster, namely bre toy ofthe Prelaus Blood 
Sisters, a serll of the summer school 1956 and 
photographs of the children 

By Jantar 1987 the schoo building fund had reached 
S127.000 and although the actual eonsteucton cost ose fo 
the $400(00 level it appeaeed tha the parish backed the 
concept of a new school, Ths architect fer the building 
wore Geonge H. Carter and Robert A Sundt The general 
Contractor was the Kelle Conseweion Co. of Winova: the 
Becta conteaior, Ties» Elst Co, St aul andthe 
Consulting engineers, Bid, Bid and. Associates, Osseo 
Minn, The structre was formally dedicated in the sao 
ter of 1957 to ie memory and Hoa of Father Toma 
ivard Sields.The dedication began onthe Feas of St 
Peter, Satirday Jane 29 and lated unt July 1, che Feast, 
bth Presi Bla, sing the parish and the ster 
avery pedal nay. 

‘On September} 197, the new school opened user the 
direction of thre ssers and an eoollenent of 112 pupil 
Trollment continued to increase during the folowing 
years teaching it pea ia the mid 60's when over 300 
Stents vere emolled Father Muelle didnot get a 
hance to confine his iovement sith St Pete’ and 
the new school because he was Uansferred in 1957 to St 
Catherines. Redwood Fals, Minnesota, and Was replaced 

Father Harvey Egan 
"From 987 ttl te onvent as built im 1950 te 
Sisters ned in the schol buildng The convent, new used 
tsa rect. remains 4 moc of aechitctaal beauty and 
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function. Father Egan began plans for its construction 
shortly after his arrival at St. Peter's. Eleven individual 
rooms forthe Sisters, together with an oratory, community 
room, refestory, kitchen, laundry and utility rooms were 
provided. The building sets on native rock and #2 con: 
structed almost entirely above grade. The walls were made 
of insulating concrete block, faced on the exterior with 
Lannon stone and on the interior with plaster, coaerete 
block or paneled redwood, 

‘The atchitect for the convent was Kenneth Wakjaryi, 
the structure engineers were Jacus and Anble and the 
‘mechanical and electrical contraciors were Snyder, 
Palmer and Toussaint. The building, together with land 
seaping, architects fees, etc., cost $134,000. Tt was 
dedicated to the memory of Me. Richard C. Lilly, o 

erous benefactor of St. Peter's parish. The Sisters con- 
Ainued to five in the convent until 1973, serving the school 
and the peaple of St. Peter's 

Ironically, St. Peter's school was feted to undergo the 
same problems of the schoo! lozated at the Sibley House. 
By the latter sixty’, rising costs in education, shortage of 
religious personnel and tethiaking of parish priorities 
‘caused a decline in enreliment and deficit spending. At- 
tempts were made by priests, sisters and parishioners to 
‘reverse this trend. In 1960, for example, they procured two 
school sisters of Notte Dame to join {wo remaining 
Precious Blood Sisters, The following yea, joint staffing of 
te school by the two communities continued, with the 
Note Dame community assuming the administrative 
responsibilities. At tho ond of that term both communities 
withdrew and during the school year 1971-1972 the school 
was staffed by four sisters of St. Joseph of Crookston, 
Because of shortage of persomel and other prior com: 
itments, the St. Joseph Sisters could not continue staf 
fing St. Peter's School, and the parish, deciding that the 
cost of an all lay faculty was beyond their means, discon 
tinued the sehool 


Recent Trends 
Religious Edueation 

‘While the nation’s schools were undergoing a crisis 
during the turbulent '60's, Catholics were discovering new 
forms of religiour education — forme that strestel the 
centrality and importance of the family inthe taining and 
education of children, forms that utilized the liturgy to 
Initiate the youth in an appreciation of the mystery of 
Christ_and forms that incorporated the insights of 
Psychology in the methodology of instruction, 

In other words St. Peter's commitment (o religious 
education did not wane with the closing of the school. 
Coordinators of religious education had been ative in the 
patish long before the school closed and long before it 
became a common practice ekewhere 

Presently the parish employs a staff of two full time and 
‘ovo parttime coordinators, They have provided extensive 
planing and organization ti implementing. religion 
programs for the paris and in aiding the parents as 
teachers in the classroom. Programe from the presshool 
level to the adult evel hare been provided. using 
imaginative approaches to bring. parishioners close to 
Christ and closer to one another. NO doubt they will eon: 
tinue to provide leadership inthe parish during the 
months and years ahead, 


St. Peter's Parish Council 
‘White new forms of education madetheir appearance in 
the wake of Vatican Council II, organizational and struc~ 
tural changes also began to emerge, 
Collegialty became a byword in the Church after the 
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Council, a byword applied to nearly every level of church 
organization, 

‘On the parish level collegiality appeated in the form of 
parish councils — something new to the structure of 
Catholic parishes. The raionale for the establishment of 
parish councils was basieally twofold, 

irs, the importance of lay lealership in parish lifewas 
stressed. The view of the Church as a people of God filled 
with the Spirit and possessing his gifls became more 
prominent than inthe past 

Second, it was understood that no single individual 
could be expected to possess all the expectise needed inthe 
‘operation of a paris to adequately reflect the viewpoints 
and attitudes of the parishas a whole, 

Parish councils sltempt to arrive at a consensus segar= 
ding priorities and polices that will enable perish file to 
flourish, St. Peter’s Parish Counell (began in. 1968) has 
been an invaluable aid (o the pastor, particularly in 
forming major decisions which affect the thrust and dirce- 
tion ofthe parish for the Future. 

‘The council, for example, has recently chosen the 
present site for fulure development over the Lexington 
Avenue site that had been purchased a few years back. 
‘The council has also determined to rerovate part of the 
edueation building for a place of worship rather than to 
build a new structure at a much greater cos. 

‘While patish councils are still in their infancy and, no 
doubl, nee! further refining, they have, nevertheless, 
proved to be a viable and essential structure for parishes 
nearing the 2st contury, 

Renovation of the Education Building 

‘While we are proud of our 1853 church building and 
while we are committed to its continued use and main- 
tenance, we have also recognized our need for a larger 
structure that is more adaptable Co the lturgieal needs of 
today. 

After surveying the parishioners and discovering broad 
support forthe project, the parish decided to renovate part 
of theeducation butlding into a place of worship. 

Wiih the help of the Building and Maintenance Com- 
mittee and vith the expertise of Kenneth Wolijarvi and 
Associates, architects, a plan for the renovation was 
‘developed and consiruction began in June, 1974. 

‘The plan incorporates seating space for 600 people, a 
small chape! for reservation of Ute Blessed Sacramen 
Confessionals with the option of sereened or open eon: 
Fession, a baptistry and a mother's room. The area is also 
compktely air conditioned, carpeted and furnished with 
modern pews, 

‘The general contractor for the project was Kopp Bros., 
Inc, the electrical contractor, Tony Muska Blectric and 
the mechanical contractor. The Snelling Company. 

‘Wehope that thenew area willserve as a place of prayer 
and worship for St. Peter's parishioners for many years to 


CONCLUSION 

No parish history can adequately express the many’ 
moments af joy, heartbreak, crisis or resolution of conflict 
that occur in the lives of priests ard parishioners, 

Frequently we could find lite fformation sonceral 
‘even major events. Frequently, too, we had to present 
parish life in terms of buildings and finances. beesuse 
more accurate records were kept of these things than of 
other events of perhaps greater importance. Nevertheles 
we hope these pages summarize the major events ia the 
history of our parsh so that ve ean come (© an ap- 
preciation of our heritage while moving into the unknossn 
Future that Ties ahead, 


